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PREFACE. 


E worthy Author of this 


Diiſcourſe is now employ d 
M7106 in the work of A 
845 FI) | but he hath left many ex- 

. $91 * er 

—cellent writings behind him, 
u enlighten a dark world in the knows 
ledge of Chriſt, to keep practical Religion 
warm and Irvely among men, and to dif- 
fuſe a ſpirit of ſacred love thro all the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. His name 
and praiſe ſhine too bright among the 
cburches for me to add any thing to his 
character, or to the reputation of his 
wirks : he being dead, yer ſpeaks with 
more power than moſt of us now living. 
But when thoſe of his ſurviuing friends, 
who have the beſt right to publiſh bis 


A 2 remains, 
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Te PREFACKH A2 
remains, deſired m tb affare De world 
in their name, that this Sermon Belong 
to him whoſe name i Hurt, I conld nn 
"refuſe ſo reaſonable a requeſt; thi thi 
inſormation can only be uſeful to inune 
thoſe who have not peruſed it every ju- 
dicious reader will know his flyle and 
ſpirit, and ſoon confeſs the Authyr, 
There is ſuch a ſavtur of piety and Inv 
breathes through this more early perfor: 
mance, and that in ſuch alluſrove turns i 
ſcriptural language, as plamly aifcover 
it to be of a piece with his later writings 
If any expreſſions be found in i whud 
may not gain the entire aſſent of his pre- 
ſent readers, yet the diftant time, an 
place, and occaſion, with other corcunr 
ſtances that attended the preaching of 
this Sermon, will ſufficiently relieve i 
from cenſure. May the drome Hpirit at- 
tend this and all other writmgs of this er- 
cellent man with a ſacred mfluence” fir 
the good of Souls / 
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Josh. xxiI. 22, 23» 


The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of 
gods he knows, and Iſrael he ſhall 
lnow if it be in rebellion, or if in 
tranſgreſſion againſt the Lori 
That we have built us an altar. 


H Us the two tribes and a half be» 


in their ſolemn reply to the remon- 
e of the other tribes, who, 
FERRER 
382) WG: their cha , C 
them with a — leſs — 
dangerous than a from the truth and wor- 
ſhip of the God of Iſrael. Thus the inditement 
runs, y. 16. that they had rebell'd againſt the Lord, 
and turn'd from following him, V. 18. and theſe were 
__ —_ crimes, and, in —— = the pa- 
triarc e, an iniquity to be puniſhed by the judges, 
Job — a8. thus to have denied the God that is 
above, if they had been really guilty of it. h 
Bur never was there any controverſy more inno- 
— begun, more prudently and diſcreetly ma- 
nag d, nor more happily comprotnis'd, and taken 
up than this wasz for whereas in moſt quarrels 
there is a fault on both ſides, in this there does not 
appear to be a fault on either ſide; and whereas the 
beginning of ftrife is as the letting forth of water, the 
oecaſion of much miſchief, the beginning of his 
3 was 


was an occaſion for both ſides to give evidences of 
their zeal for religion and love. 3 2a 
Lr us look into the particulars of the ſtory: 
1. That which gave riſe to the controverſy was an 
altat᷑ erected by the two tribes over againſt the land 
of Canaan in the borders of Jordan, a great altar 1 
fee to, V. 10. and this done without any leave ask'd, 
or warrant obtain'd from Joſbua'or Eleazar; with- 
out any notice given to, or conſultation had with 
their brethren of the ather tribes; yet being done 
with an honeſt deſign to preſerve the intail of rel. 
gion to their poſterity, and to be a token of their 
communion with the altar of the Lord at Shilob, was 
not only warrantable, but commendable: this they ſo- 
lemnly declare to be the true intent and meaning of 
their building this altar; that they had no idolatrous 
ſaperſtitious, or ſchiſmatical deſign in it, but that 
they intended it for a witneſs (in perpetuam rei n. 
moriam) of their alliance to their brethren, 
whom they were divided by the waters of Fordas 
They did not ſet it up as a mere ſtone or rock 
diviſion, much leſs as a fone of tumbling or rock i 
offence, but as a badge of relation, and conſequenth 
a nexus or bond of union, wiſely foreſeeing, and 
oviding againſt ſo great a miſchief, as the alienat 
ing of their poſterity from the church privileges of 
the ſeed of J/rael; for fear, ſay they, leſt in time to 
come your children might ſpeak to our children, ſay: 
ing, What have ye to do with the Lord God of Iſrael! 
5. 2 . the conſequences of which, in after and mot 
degenerate ages, might be moſt fatal. 
Tux who have themſelves found how good it l 
to be ncar to God, and what an unſpeakable ples 
ſure and happinels there is in communion with him, 
cannot but be concern'd to take all poſſible care, 
and make all probable proviſion, that their chil 
dren after them may not be made to ceaſe fron 
following the Lord, or be look'd on as having 9 
part in him. With the human nature, m—_— 
| rranlm 
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tranſmit to poſterity depray'd and corrupted, tis 
very deſirable to tranſmit pure and entire thoſe ſo- 
vercign remedies which religion has provided for 
me cure of that hereditary diſeaſe: not the narrow 
Vi and private intereſts of a party, which in kindnelſs 
0 co poſterity we ſhould ſtudy how ro bury in oblivi- 
on, but the great and noble principles of Catho- 
lick Chriſtianity - theſe we ſhould defire to entail 
the knowledge and faith of upon our ſeeds ſeed hence» 
forth and for ever, Iſaiah lix. 21. They who re- 
joice in the light of the Goſpel will defire that it 
may not die 1n their hands; and they who find 
themſelves enrich'd with the true treaſure, and 
know how to value it, can't bur wiſh it may not 
be buried in their graves, P/a/. xxii. 30. Cit. 28. 
but well ſecur'd' to their heirs, that in their tribe, 
and the families thereof, the name of Chriſt may 
indure for ever, and his throne as the days of old. _ 

2. Tux godly jealouſy of the other tribes, who 
ſuſpected their altar to be of erous tendency, 
and to be an ill ſtep towards idolatry or ſchiſm, 
ws likewiſe praiſe-worthy ; and their warm reſent» 
ments, when they had ſuch a colour of cauſe for 
them, were a laudable inſtance of their pious zeal 
tor the honour of the Lord God of //ael. The 
2 thing (prima facie) look'd bad, and gave ground for 
ſuſpicion. The law of Moſes had expreſſſy requir'd 
them to offer all their ſacrifices in the place which 
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or the Lord ſhould chuſe to put his name there, and 
ot elſewhere under the ſevere penalty of exciſion, 
of By Lev. xvii. 8, 9. Deut. xii. , 6. and it was no 
„find innuendo, or foreign ſurmiſe from the build- 
* ing of an altar in the borders of Jordan, to inſer 
— aa intention to offer ſacrifice there contrary to the 


law of God. This they take very heinouſly, 


un and ſeem to be touch d by it in a very tender part; 
— they reckon the confronting of God's altar Ls in- 
! tolerable affront to the government (& altaria 


vera altaria) no leſs dangerous than (imperium 
in 
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e God we ſerve is very jealous i in the matten 
of his worſhip (which. are to, bim as the apple-of . 
a IT e we Drank. be fo won, tad of 
afraid o nces — | 
the firſt ſtep N 9 apo wy — on, God, an = 
cordially eſpauſing 1 


and purity of hk az to ba jeu Kae * 
that 9 f an encroachmens upon gt, a, 
when the ds Panty e our call to appear * 
in it is c 8 the t 

nothing bet * 

Cal. iv. 18 hben * 


ed the ange F of 0 church particularly 
for her patience, he adds this ther character 
(which tho' it ſeem contrary to it, yet is very 
conſiſtent with i | ha ſhe could not bear them 
that were evil, 2. It's no part of Chriſtian 
patience to bear wich "Gn: the meekeſt man upon 
earth was more than once apgey- at in. The near- 
er any as to us in relation and neighbourhood, the 
more an ous ſhou'd. we be of their departure from 
God, and the more induſtrious to. preyent and re- 
duce them, leſt we our ſelves or ours ſhould catch 
the infection. (Jam —— tua res agitur paries cum 
proximus ardet,) 

Tux method they took in proſecution of their 
reſentments was regular and exemplaxy: their zeal in 
this matter — fox t 1 — part guided and governed 
by the meckneſs of wiſdom; an aſſembly, of the ſtates 
was call'd at 99 95 and the report concerning this altar 
was taken into conſid l the reſult of which 
Wah that the buſineſs ſhould be fairly-and impart- 
2 y examin'd, and the ſuppos d delinq ml heard to 

for themſelyes; who if they — hear and 
VR. to their reprgof, well and good, they bad 
gain d their bjethren, Mat. xvili. 15, 17. but if they 
refuſed, then, ayd not till then, it was time to = 


K. 
with them as heathen men, and devoted Canaanites, 
Theſe tribes of 1/rael, tho' apt to war, yet would 
not ſend forth their armies to give them battle, till 
they had firſt ſent their embaſſadors (and thoſe men 
of the firſt rank) to treat of peace, and to enquire 
into the merits of the cauſe, V. 13, 14. He to 
whom all things are naked and bare, would not pu- 
niſh the moſt notorious criminals, the cry of whoſe 
wickedneſs alarm'd heaven itſelf, but he would firlt 
go down and fee, Gen. xvill. 21. 

Ir is the advice of the wile man, and it will be 
our wiſdom in all ſuch caſes to take the advice, 
Prov. xxv. 8, 9. Go not forth haſlily to ſirive, but 
debate thy cauſe with thy neighbour himſelf. Many 
an unhappy ſtrife, and all the miſchievous conſe- 
quences of it, would be prevented by an amicable 
and candid enquiry into the matter ot the offence. 
The reaſon why we don't. love one another as we 
eught, is becauſe we do not, and will not know one 
another as we might: the rectifying of miſtakes and 
miſunderſtandings, and the ſetting of miſconſtrued 
words and actions in a true light, that they ma _ 
pear as they are meant and not otherwile, — 
in many caſes an effectual way to accommodate both 
private and publick quarrels, and bring them to an 
happy period. 

4 Tux Defence which the two tribes made for 
themſelves, to clear and vindicate what they had 
cone, was very ingenuous and fair, tho' there war 
lomewhat more of warmth in the charge exhibited 
*p1inſt them than was needful, and the fault was 
do much taken for granted; yet they patiently 
heard them out, and then reply'd with a great 
deal of calmneſs, ver fairly ſtating the caſe, and 
ſewing the ſuſpiciouſneſs of their brethren to be, 
tho" not without a colourable pretence) yet with- 
out a juſt ground, not doubting but they would 
ay aſide their jealouſies, and let fall their action, 
en they underſtood their honeſt and ſincere inten- 
uon and deſign in building this altar. Laſily, 
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Laſtly, Tux effect of this was ood and 
PFs 7h Princes were r . — 

eir charge, and thereby ſhew'd themſelves to be 
under the government of that great law of charity, 
which teaches us not 0 rejoioe in iniquity, but 1 
rejoice in the truth; hereby further miſchief wy 
prevented, the peace and honour of their infan; 
ſtate preſerv d, and God had the glory of all, V. 33 

THe text begins that defence which had ſo good 
and happy a ſucceſs. It may be of uſe to us to obſery; 
how it was managed, that we may learn in the like 
caſes ſo to vindicate our ſelves, as not to. provoke 
but pacify our brethren. Here's not a word of reer 
mination, no return of ſuſpicion for ſuſpicion (the' 
nothing is more eaſy to retort than that); they 
do not blame their brethren for their raſh, and 
haſty, and uncharitable cenſures, nor upbraid them 
with the good ſervices they had done them in hel 
ing to put them in poſſeſſion of their land, nor dh 
their threatned arms, and bid them do their worſt; 
here's nothing that ſavours of pride or paſſion, but 
all fair and candid: tho” the periods of their ſpecch 
are claborate enough, and the ſtile proper, yet no- 
thing appears to be ſo much ſtudied in it, as the thing 
' that make for peace. 

Ob/. 1. Tux manner and form in which the plea 
is drawn up: it runs both as an appeal to God, and 
an apology to their brethren. 

(1.) Here's a ſolemn appeal made to God con- 
cerning that which they had done, repeated to make 
it the more ſolemn, The Lord God of gods, the Lord 
God of gods, he knows That glorious title of God, 
which ſpeaks him higher than the higheſt, of the 
angels in heaven, the princes and potentates of the 
earth, and the imaginary deities of the heathen (for 
each of theſe are called gods) is here made uſe of, to 
expreſs a holy awe and dread of that God to whom 
they appeal, upon their own ſpirits, and to beg 
the like in the minds of thoſe with whom erz. 
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The ſenſe had been compleat if they had only ſaid 
God knows; but then they had not taken the oc- 
calion given them to expreſs their high and honour- 
able —_— the great Jebovab. : 

Let us hence to ſpeak of God with reverence, 
and mention his | args name (as it is ſaid the ex- 
cellent Mr. Boyle was wont to do) with a ſolemn 
pauſe. Is it a piece of reſpect due to carthly Princes 
in addreſſes made to them to give them their title 
of honour, and ſhall we ſpeak as ſlightly and care- 
leſly of the King of kings, as if he were not only a 
man like our ſelves, but a common man in our own 
rank? Is this to fear that glorious and fearful name 
mY our ol ? * 

Na to heaven it is ially neceſſary that 
there th awful decorum 6) CR obſery'd, 
for God is appeal'd to, not as a common witneſs, but as 
ajudge, whole tribunal is in the heavens, and by whoſe 
definitive ſentence all cauſes muſt be finally and irre- 
verſibly determin'd ; thoſe therefore that appeal to 
him upon every trivial occaſion, and with a {lightly 
ſuperficial God knows, while they neither think of 
God, nor have any regard to his knowledge, profane 
his name by w_ it in vain, and inſtead of ho- 
nouring him, put the greateſt affront that can be up- 
on him. Appeals thus put into the court above, 
will not only be rejected and thrown out (how juſt 
ſoeyer the matter may be) as not being pur in in due 
form, but the appellant proſecuted for a contempt of 
wr” court. | 

HIS a here is a good pattern or 

in — ca appeals, The — God of gods, the 
Lord God of gods, be knows : he that is the God of 
gods, even Jebovab (ſo it is plac'd in the original) 
s both a rightful and competent judge of all ap 
made to him: who ſhould judge and paſs ſentence 
but he that is Jchovab, the mighty God, even the 
Lord? for ſo this ſame title ich is here uſed is 
tranſlated, P/al.1. 1. where - is ſpoken of at large 
* as 
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as the ſovereign and univerſal judge. If he be Je. 


bovah, he is perfect in knowledge, wiſdom and ju- 
ſtice, and we are ſure that his judgment is according 
ro truth; that it is ſuch as the guilty have reaſon to 
dread, and the upright reaſon to rejoice in. If he be 
the God of gods, the mighty God, his juriſdiction 
cannot be demurr'd unto, nor his authority diſputed; 
no further appeals can be made to any higher court, 
nor can the executions taken out upon his judgment; 
be oppoſed or reſiſted: the God of gods is a judge 
that will not be baffled. 

To the tribunal of the mighty God the two tribes 
here refer the deciſion of this matter in variance; if 
we have done this in rebellion, and with an ill deſipn, 
the Lord God of gods, he knows it, (for he is acquaint- 
ed with all the tranſgreſſions that are committed + 
gainſt him, even thole that are * over with the 
moſt plauſible pretences) and he that looks upon 
it will require it, will revenge it; but we ar 
ſure he knows the contrary, and that however it 
be interpreted, it is honeſtly intended. From whence 
we may obſerve, . 

1. Thar in every thing we do in religion it con- 
cerns us highly to approve our ſelves to God in ou 
integrity, ſo as to be able with a holy, humble, 
well grounded confidence to appeal to him concerr- 
ing it; herein we muſt labour, and this muſt be the 
top of our ambition in every ſervice that we may be 
accepted of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 9. doing it as unto 
the Lord, and not to men, and then it is done 
heartily, Col. iii. 23. It was the total miſcarriage of 
the Phariſees in their devotions, and the dead fly thit 
tainted all their precious ointment, that all their works 
they did 70 be ſeen of men, their approbation and ap 
plauſe they covered, to them they were induſtriou 
to approve themſelves, and verily they bad their ri. 
ward, Mat. xxiii. F. vi. 2, F. In this therefor 
our righteouſneſs muſt exceed theirs, or we 
never get to heaven, Mat. v. 20. All our works - 
| 0 
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muſt do to be ſeen of God, ſetting (ourſelves in 
the doing of them before him, having our x 
towards him in every performance, diligently o 
ſerving his will as our rule, and his glory as our 
end, and earneſtly deſiring and courting his favour 
and acceptance, as our felicity, recompence and chief 
good; accounting that if he be well pleaſed with us, 
and ſay well done, we have gain'd our point, we 
have all we need, all we would have; if we have 
praiſe of God, whether we have praiſe of men or no, 
we are happy and ought to be eaſy. 
hes LET us therefore ice to it, that in all our exerciſes 
of piety and devorion, publick and pong our hearts 
pn, be upright with God, that we be really as good 
nt- ¶ 23. we ſeem to be, becauſe God knows whether we 
.be ſo or no, and will accept us no further than we 
the are ſo: That our eye be ſingle, our intentions ſin- 
on cere, and all we do be done from an unbiaſs d prin- 
arc Wi ciple of regard to God as our ruler and portion, as 
ru that which conſecrates our ſervices to the Lord, and 
nc recommends them throꝰ the mediation of Chriſt to 
his acceptance. | 
on. 2. THAT when at any time we fall under the cen- 
our ſures of men and their reproaches, who condemn us 
ble, becauſe they do not know us, it is very comfort- 
able to be able to appeal to a God that knows us 
concerning our integrity. When holy Fob was run 
down by his friends as an hypocrite, this was his 
comfort, Job xvi. 19, 20. My witneſs is in heaven, 
and my record is on bigh, my friends ſcorn me: but 
mine eye poureth out tears unto Cod. David oft found 
relief by taking the ſame courſe, and appeals from 
the unjuſt and uncharitable accuſations of his enemies 
to God's knowledge of his integrity, and is fo far 
from dreading and deprecating God's judgment 
(as every wicked man if he knows himſelf muſt) 
that he begs it, and refers himſelf to it. Pſal. 
Wil. 2. Let my ſentence come forth from thy pre- 
Jence: let thine eyes behold the things that are equal. 
- = XXVI. 
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— xi. 1. If God ſay well one good and faithful 
ſervant, the matter is not great who ſays otherwile; 
for ſo ſhall our doom be as God hath decided it, and 
not as men give their opinion of it. If therefore he 
that judgeth us is the Lord, furely it is a very ſmall 
thing, and not worthy our conſideration, or fit to 
us much, eſpecially fo as to turn the ſcale of 
our reſolves, how we are judg'd of man's judgment, 
1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. If men brand our devotion as coun- 
terfeit and hypocritical, and put us under the blackeſ 
characters, let it not diſquiet nor diſturb us while 
we have good hopes thro? grace that God accepts u 
and our ſervices, as ſincere : Let not them therefore 
that know righteouſneſs (that know what will ben 
them our, and bring them off) and in whoſe bean 
is the law of God, (and not in their mouths only) 
let them not fear the reproach of men, nor be afraid 
of their revilings, ſo as t to be either diverted 
from, or diſcourag d in their duty; for the rigbteuſ 
neſs that will juſtify them ſhall be for ever, and the 
ſalvation following it, _ generation to generation 
fa. li. 7, 8. This will be our rejoycing in the day 
of evil, even the teſtimony of our conſcience which i 
God's deputy in rhe ſoul, 2 Cor. i. 12. Let therefore 
the generation of the upright, when moſt miſrepre- 
ſented, commit their cauſe to God. He who knows 
their righteouſneſs will ſooner or later bring it forth 
as the morning, and if their integrity be manifeſt to 
God, (as undoubtedly it is) it ſhall in due time 
alſo be manifeſted in the conſciences of men, 2 Cor. . 
1 1. _ 1 1 On ” * 

(2.) Here is a 0 ented to their 

thren. Iſrael be ſhall 1 2 are ready to let ral 
know, ready to give ſuch an account of our meaning 
in this attempt as we doubt not will give our brethren 
other thoughts of us, and it, than they now have: 
which teaches us this, that tho' the record on bigb. 
and the witneſs in our own boſoms are princi 105 
be ſecur'd for us, yet there is a fatisfaftion w an 
| * 
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„ve owe ta our brethren, who doubt concerning | 
de integrity of our action. | 
ic; Tr o' our brethren are not oun judges, by: whoſe 
and BY ſentence our ſtate is to be determined, yet they are 
be our friends in whoſe opinions we ſhould; defire. to 
val BY 1nd right; tho' to be accepted. os God is wit hour 
uu doubr the chief and moſt deſirable good, yet it is 
l o defirable and, well worthy oun cndeavour,, like: 
Ot, By Mordecai,, Eftb. x. 3. is be accepted of the multitude 
um Bi of aur brethren. If our ſincority be known to God, 
cell we ſhould. ſtudy how to let others know it, and tor 
ule BY give evidences, of it, ta thoſe that have their eyes 
upon us. It is part of the dabt we own to ourſelves: 
or Wo preſerve. our own good name, and part of the 
il Bi debt we owe to our brothren to value and-ſeck their 
m will, and as far as we. can to reftify, their mi- 
ly) Bi flakes and; prejudices. 
od BY We ſhould eſpecially ſtudy. how to. give ſatisfae- 
tel BY tion to thoſe, who tho! they mi our 
a vords and actions, and judge of us accordingly, 
the yet ſnew a zeal for the glory of God, as theſe ten 
'" Wt tribes here did: The reproaches of the foolt, in Iſrael 
are _ be dr 1 wy 2 
unit us, Who grotanely al 3. nor 
ore Bi ould it much affect us if 225 homes the ſong. af: 
"I che drunkards, but the deliberate cenſures of: wiſe 
an and ſober men cannot be made ſo light of. It is 
* = deſirable ching to be accepted of thaſe, who we: 
f have reaſon to think are accepted of God; theres 
m fore David prays P/al. cxix. 79. Let thoſe that fear 
„e turn in unto me. Tho' we ought: not to be. 
ambitious of the applauſe of any, yet we . ſhould: 
with. and endeavour not to lie under the. hard 
thoughts. of good men; and for this reaſon we 
be always ready to give an anſwer. to thoſe 
that aſk us @ reaſon of the hope that is in us, 1 Bet. 
in. If, and not ſay, What's that to you? tho' that 
which ſatisſies our own conſciences may not al- 
Ways. be ſatisſactory to others, nor convince. dos 
chat 
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that we are in the right; yet if it be produced 


with meekne/s and fear as it ought to be, it may 
perhaps beget a more favourable opinion, and ſome- 
what rebate the edge of cenſure, when it appears 


that we are net altogether without excuſe. Per. 


haps after the two tribes had fo fully vindicated 
themſelves, and what they had done in building 
this altar, their brethren of the ten tribes, or ſome 
of them at leaſt, were not — convinc'd of the 
expedi of it, but were ſtill of the mind that 
they had better have let it alone, and that it was 
— * needleſs; but however it had this good 

„that it made the matter abundantly better 
than at firſt it ſeem'd, and prevented the unhappy 
rupture that it threatned; and the ten tribes, tho 
no great admirers of the contrivance of this al- 
tar, yet agreed to be neighbourly and friendly 
with their brethren, and reſolv'd they would not 
about it, nor go up in battle againſt 


em. 

O/%. 2. The matter inſiſted on in their plea; 
they plead not guilty to the charge, and tho' the 
fact was plain enough, yet they deny the fault, and 
aver that it was not in rebellion nor in tranſereſſion 
againſt the Lord, that they had built them an altar: 
they humbly deſired that it might not be miſcon- 


ſtrued as done with any deſign to infringe the 


honour, or weaken the true intereſt of the nati- 
onal eſtabliſhment (which they expreſs a very ten- 
der concern for) but only to preſerve pro- 
mote the common intereſts of true religion and 

odlineſs among themſelves on the other fide 

ordan, in communion with their brethren, and 
not in any affront or contradiction to them, and 
therefore not in rebellion or in tranſgreſſion againſ 
the Lord. 


Obſerve from this that ir highly concerns thoſe who 
build an altar for themſelves to (ce to it, that w- 
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My Abrabam 
be OM” 1 2 — ine ins. 
gp of e Cor done from a right, prin- 
Fg 85 may and will urn in% 


14 8 my ing any han I, 
Tap tipl is altam 
in went - —9 and the 
IS, EZ; turn d bs cM his puniſiuwent, there-.; 
fore altars Gl be unto bim 5. 1. e, they ſhall be a. 
continual, ſnare to him; and the connection of che 
AY of the charge, againſt {/rae/, Hoſ. viii. 14:18. 
ſur riſing, 'Y wi bath- Jorgotten, his Mater, 
buildeth . * Thoſe who build altars, on 
wi to gs ih the Bachel a wot gr 8 * 
cri ße 1 9200 as, of 4 yr - # 
church 0 e 96s). dg in effect d che ah 
cy of that lee fo la Frifices, which Ch Wy 
ey oe: for ben oe crolsz, N the fn 
775 epetitid of. — 5 — that K. i 0 
more force, to 8 n than tha legal ſacr — 4 
which de were hey, 7 £5 year. by year con- 
t . could got m 


the comers. 
wegung perkect; and, Wee thoſe qr 1 
eeftaidly built in againſt 
the Lofd, Heb. x. I, Thoſe bat bar alt a altars for 
by, maintaining 50 Propagating an Srely, ar 
the ion in th und carrying on any. 
religion in the, power of 1 that bui 
lupport a mo 5 — of the church, andi 
henaelaes bn its privileges to the, excluſion. ve 1 
ſoil the LY of the altars they build; and 
t will be conſtrued to be done in tragſgreſſion a- 


ane 


gzünſt the N if we beſtom all our in build» | 
ing. temp les and altars, and have not charity, the 
rigning loye of God and our nei ur in our 


hearts,” all the colt is thrown away, and ſpent in 
'an, and we are but * braſs and a tink- 


ling 


borrow ſome lighr. 


(14) 
ling 1 Cor. xiii, 3. and ſhall be dealt with 
as rebels againſt the Lord.” Let it therefore be our 
care to do not only that which is good for the 
matter of it, but to do it well, for then and tha 
only we ſhall be accepted, Gen. iv. 7. G 

Vo ſee, my brethren, how the further oper- 
ing of this wou'd lead me to the vindication of 
what we have done here, in furniſhing ourſelye 
with theſe conyeniencies for our ſolemn afſemblies; 
bat it was not for that purpoſe that I choſe this 
text, nor ſhall I enter upon that ſubject; partly be- 
cauſe I bleſs God I know not of any that exhibic 
ſo high a charge againſt us, as that we have done 
it in rebellion or in tranſgreſſion againſt the Lord, 
and I am very willing to hope the beſt ny 
our brethrens thoughts of us, and partly becauſe 
am reſolved induſtriouſly to decline every thing that 
looks like controverſy, and I ſhould fear left our 
defence be conſtrued our offence, or at leaſt be inter- 
preted an invitation or perſuaſion of people to 
our way, and an attempt to make proſelytes'to 1 
party, which you know I have always been' ftudi- 
ous to avoid, It is a ſtring that can ſcarce, be 
touch'd fo renderly but it will have a jarring ſound, 
than which nothing is more difagrecable” to me. 
I'm ſure this is not a time of day for us to pick 


_ quarrels, while thro” the clemency of our gover- 


nors we enjoy great quietneſs; and we have as little 
reaſon to do it in this place as ary where, while 
the prime dignitaries of the eſtabliſſ᷑d church & 
mong us ſeem to have buried the thoughts of our 
unhappy differences in ſuch a hearty pious zeal for 
the reformation of manners, we are very unjuſt and 
unwiſe if we fay or do any thing to revive them. 
Aretheſe — 44 laid to ſleep? may they on both 
ſides ſleep ally? Bur hat which I further 
intend in the application of what I have open'd to 
the preſent occalion is from this text and ftory to 


"= 3 


1. For 


| E 

our 1. Fox the ſtating of our caſe as it truly ſtands, 

the WI and giving a juſt account of what we have here 
done U 


| 2. Fox the directing us in the duty of this pre» 
en-: ſent day, which I principally aim at. | 

of Fox the firſt, our building us an altar, beſides 
ves WHY that which ſtands upon the foot of the national 
en; eſtabliſnment, (altare juxta altare) is a thing which 
thi needs explication, for the preventing and rectifying 
the miſtakes of ſome unthinking people, who are 
apt to look upon thoſe that go to church, and 
hole that go to meetings, as of two different religi · 
ons, and the diſtance between them is widen'd to & 
degree equal to that between Papiſts and Prote- 
ſtants; thanks be to God the matter is not ſo, let 
us therefore ſee how. it ſtands between us and our 
brethren of the ten tribes. 

1. W x allo are /ſraelites in common, and there» 
fore in communion with thoſe of the national eſta- 
blſhment; Are they Chriſtians? ſo are we; we 
worſhip the ſame God in the ſame name, and hearti- 
ly conſent with them in all the articles of the an- 
tient creed, holding ju the ſame form of ſound 
words, 2 Tim. iii. 16. and contending earneſtly for 
the faith once delivered to the aeg Jode 3. We 
are baptiz'd, and do baptize into the ſame great 
and ſacred name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
u three Perſons but one God z we read the fame 
Scriptures, and adhere. to them as the ſtanding 
rule of faith and practice, and make uſe of them 
our Oracle and Touchſtone z we pretend to no in- 
* in our praying and preaching, nor do we 
et up any light within, in competition with, much 
lels in contradiction to the written word; we build 
our hopes of ſalvation upon the coyenant of 
ind the promiſes of it made to us and to our chil- 
dren, and ſubmit to all Goſpel - ordinances, par- 
ticularly that of the miniſtry. Whatever the way 
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in which we worſbip the God of our fathers is called 
C2 and 


| 
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Bot im thoſe few and ſmall thing 
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(16) 
and counted, we believe all things which pare 
in the Low and the Prophets, and the everla 


ng 7 55 
towards God ubich T 
allow, that there ſhall be a ＋ N LM the 2 
both of the juft aid the groin &s xxiy. 
We are far from engr io 
church to our ſelves, and 1 7 u 
or thinking that we are — only 
God; from our hearts we abhor 400 rele ae : 
fuch narrow principles as are contr: 5 
Chriſtianity, and undermitie and ſtra teh! irs i 
; e foundations. We do' here _—_ ay 55 
ſhall take all occaſions to repea £ 
eelebhare our religious aſſemblies . 0 ih 
all bu. in ever) place call on At name o 13 C 
dur Lord, botb theirs and "ours," 1 Cor. 
Heirherſay nor do any thing here to che roach b 
prejudice of the ries for bliſhment z' w If, ke 'not 
A's to arraign ot cenſurę the ADH dy 
te, dr to judge or Ye/diſe thoſe that adhere to them} 
pot our 3 
prehenfions differ (whilſt in the moſt ji 


180 sor all we cordially agree) we'd 'Faith- 
Ny\and evnlciencioully x to alk acco g to! the 
phe thar God has given u Tce þ elievir 


ttrat others do ſo too, whom we hope pe 10 1 meet 


vided in Jacob, and ſcattered in Iſrael.” 

Tus profeſſion we make in the ſincerity of our 

hearts, with 4 reſolution, by | the Brace of God, 80 bs 

fer to act Tontrary' to it. 

Arp now may we not claim it as our you to 

be own'd and look d upon as members o the catho- 
ek church, tho“ weatand fall part of it, yera part 
it, und I eruft not a corrupt! part; a abe ng Unit 

ed wich out brethren of the other tfibes, uk "one 

elviP goverhimetit, and bei e te to = 2 

cüfackton) within che ſathe "allegiance 


en intereſts rakes io the Chas pop 5 
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we ſce,yot-why we ſhould not be look'd ppag 
= belop belonging 4p that part of the catholiek church 


V own right hand hath plamed in theſs 
bi ons. 


why we al are Iſraelites, yet our lot like har 
of the two tribes happens to fall on the other ide 
Jordan, a river dividing between us and aur bre- 
thren, which, without hazarding' the peace of our 
conſciences, we cannot wage thro' or ſwim oer. 

So ME of the tribes of our Engizh {reel have 
been ſo Fate ever ſince the xeformation, as early 
as Egward onion of X thro' a pe any 
about the injunction indifferent thi 2 
more min 2 parts of the national pr es 
The firſt ſettlement of the two tribes on the other 
ide Jordan was look d upon by Moſes and the reſt 
of the tribes with a 73 as tending to weaken 
the common intereſts of Mae 5 and ther propoſing 
of it (as here their building of an altar) was ſevere» - 
ly cen lured, till they 5 ven their reaſons, clear» 

ed themſely of any ill deſign in it, and promiſed 
Nel beſt ce to their brethren in the com» 
mon fervice z and then Moſes allow'd and Gt 
their "choice, 33. we haye the ſtory at large, Nam, 
xxxii. where we find, that two thin 12 1 — 
them to dete their lot on that 8 
tho thereby they put themſelves out of the way 
of the preferments wbich attended Jeſbus and the 
uk into the land of yan) and expoſed them 
ſelves to the contempt and cenſure of their brethren, 
5 ſtrangers to the commonwealth of //reel. 

1. Tnar there was good ny 4 in the land, .. 4. 
it is a land for catthe, and thy ſervants baue cattle: 
ould fir down oy the 2515 of the Jack, 

1 their Kids bende Ur- ds tents. 
uf OAT er o” ſhould not have the troy» 
ec of paſſing the riv ug u not auer 
dan, Wherker the . were juſti — 


Je will hag now. 4 hut it nn 
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' Jeſs evident matters of the Goſpel, as conce 


(18 ) | 
reſt of the tribes, who could ſatisfie themſelves to 


go thro” Jordan, did not therefore diſown them far 
Their brethren. | 


From the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, there 
appears to have been a variety of ſentiments am 
wile and good men, concerning the leſs weighty and 


the diſtinftion of meats and the obſervation of days, 
Rom. xiv. 2. J. ſome regarding all days and il 
mears alike, others making a religious difference. 
The Apoſtle Paul by his unqueſtionable authority 
might have determined the matter in favour of on: 
fide, and have obliged the other 'to a compliance; 
but he chooſes to accommodate the matter, with- 
out engaging either to change their opinions or 
their practice according to them, but preſcribes 4 
murual charity and forbearance as a ſovereign reme- 
dy againſt all the ill conſequences of this variety 
of ſentiments, Phil. iii. 17, 16. Let not bin the 
eateth deſpiſe him that eateth not, Rom. xiv. } 
but let every man be perſuaded in his own mind, J.. 
which no doubt were intended to be ſtanding rule 
for the management of the like differences in all the 
ages of the church; and if theſe rules were ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved by all churches and all Chriſtians, the river of 
Jordan would be dried up, at leaſt be driven back at ile 
preſence of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of Jacob, 

4 


- Pſalm cxiv. x, 7. the God of peace and love: and 


way would be made for thoſe of the ranſomed of the 
Lord to paſs over, whoſe lot is on the other ſide of it; 
but alas who ſhall live when God does this / 

Ils the mean time for the diviſions of Reuben 
(one of the two tribes that was divided from the 
reſt by the waters of Jordan) there cannot but be 
great thoughts and ſearchings of heart, as Jud 
v. If, 16. with all that deſire and pray for 


peace and proſperity of Jeruſalem. 


3. Beide [fraclites, (tho? on the other (ide Ju. 
das) it ought to be our care and 8 
cor 


(19) 


cording as our lot is, to promote the common in- 


tereſts of our holy religion, and to do what we can 
to preſerve and advance them. Aud the Lord God of 
gods be knows it is with this deſign that we have 


a party, or the carrying on of any private intereſts, 
but for the ſervice ot Catholick Chriſtianity ac- 


the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, Rom. xiv. 


er of the divine life, and not in a zeal either for or againſt 
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ich works by love, Gal. v. 6. vi. 17. That therefore 


he very life and ſoul of religion, we wou'd do our en- 


. 4 Wccavour, and make it our buſineſs, at this altar to 
.. Nuntain and carry on, ſo that we and our children a- 
ulc r us may have à part in the Lord, and may never ceaſe 

| the en following him we would endeayour to glorify 


he great name of God in Chriſt in our prayers and 
raiſes, and in concurrence with the univerſal church, 
0 pay due homage to the univerſal Lord. We de- 
re and deſign in the preaching of the word to pro- 
agate the knowledge of the only true God and Jeſus 
briſt whom be hath ſent, which is life eternal, to 
puſh on the holy war againſt ſin and Satan, the 
ld and the fleſh, under the banner of the 
ulted Redeemer: our intention in all our mini- 
ations, ſhall be the ſame with the intentions of 
ie miniſtry in general, Act. xxvi. 18. firſt. to open 
ns eyes, and 10 turn them from darkneſs 10 light, 
1d from the power of Satan unto Cod; to recover 
cople from under the dominion of a worldly, car- 
, ſenſual mind, to the faith and obedience of the 

, ever 


» 


built us an altar, not for the ſupport of à ſect or 


cording to the Scriptures; we know very well that 


17. that it is not maintain'd either by the impoſition 
or oppoſition of indifferent things, but that it conſiſts - 
in righteouſneſi, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt y, | 
thele are the things in which lies the being and pow» - 


ceremonies, we know very well that neither circumci- 
'on is any thing, nor uncircumciſion any thing to our ac- 
2 God, but the new creature, and faith - 
V 


which is of uncontroverted neceſſity, and which is 


' 
: 
| 
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buile us this altatù that we may (a as" . 
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x pel j and then” for ile lime 
the: ſais boltmeſt \ ant confort; au thi edifyiht of 
the body bi,, vin they all cLEr to tb per fen mite 
Epts. iv? 12 13. And herein we are ſtilf ar 
to no nur hung buns Yoſus Chrift; and bim criciſtd 

AwPthis we do nòt in oppoſſtiom to bit à hel 


ty- concurrence” withz the ntionif e ſtabſiſtiment of 
as M C forbid that "wt 
ſoould pp Chriſt is our pet out of av} 
2 e | 
apptehenſions and ſenelmens fwallow'd up"in"a pi- 
ous 2 for 1% 'contvon” faith” of tb Gr of 
ſur,” Tit. i 4, an the commm ſalvation, Al 
of precious ſoul; and in token of this commun. 
om with our brethten of the bother tribes,” We He 


280 Bebold the parurm uf the ul 1 0 0 
bulit / not to intail 'a ſchiſm, ant to E 1 
cauſeleſi ſepurut ion) but for the folentinity ati de- 


corum of our religious aſſemblies (until God "il 
open u door into the national eſtabſiſhment) 4 
the rolling away of their reproach, © that it 9 7 
be aid to us as it wu ro 1b Gileadites (the bf 
tribe whoſs lot was on the other fide Fordan)' 1 
Gileadites art fugimver of Ephtaim, Fadyes"xil: 

W need not, not cannot put it into our apblo- 


gy, chat we have not built our altar for burnt” offer- 


ingy and ſacriſices; for, bleſſed be God, we an 
not under the Goſpel tied up to worſhip in one 
— Jobs iv. 21. as the- Jews were under the 

W. hour note is when neither o this mouNitach, 
nor pet to Jeruſalem fball retigious worſbin be confin d; 
but in very place incenſe ſhall be offered, and prahen 
made, Mal. i. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 8. every where without 
reſpe& of places: we how know no temples, 'no 4, 
tar that ſanfifies the gift, that | ſanffifies the ſer via, 
but Chriſt only, Heb. xii. 20. But this we can lu, 
that 'we have not built our altar in rebellion, or in 
trauſgteſſion againſt the Lord, or ro make 4 — 

ä u 
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2 Catholic unity, and thus I have 
— the words of truth and ſoberneſs to ſtate our caſe, 
and I know I ſpeak the ſentiments of many. _ 

For the ſecond, that which remains is to direct you 
inthedury of the day and occaſion, And now, 
my brethren, doth the Lord our God require of 
1 I take it for granted you are willing to know, and 
therefore I beſrech you ſuffer the word of exhorta- 

1. Lxr us give God the glory of our able ſet» 
tlement in the land of our poſſeſſion. We bave reaſon 
to acknowledge it to a kind providence, that caſt 
our lot in ſuch a land as this, an exceeding good 
land like that of Canaan, a pleaſant land, Dan. viii. 9. 
a glorious land, or land of delights, or ornaments, 
wherein there is no want ofany thing, nor any 
reaſon to envy (all things co d) either the ſoil 
or climate of any other land. The conſtitution of gur 
civil 8 and the defences and ſecurities of 
our liberty and , ſuch as make our nation 
ealy, ſaſe and happy. Our lot is alſo caſt in a good 
day, wherein we not for many years felt the 
ſtrokes of any deſolating judgments, either war, fa- 
mine or peſti . While thus wwe dwell peaceably under 
fruitful vines and fig-treer, we are much to blame if 
we praiſe not the name of the Lord. © 

Taz two tribes built this altar here to the glory of 
God, when they were returning trium ly toſertle 
in their inheritance, as David fetch'd the ark to the 
place he had prepar'd for it, when God had bim 
reft from all bis enemies round about, 2 Sam. vii. 1. The 
l/raclites every time they offer'd their firſt fruits, were 
appointed to make a thankful mention of the mercy 
of God to them, in giving them that land, Dent. 
xvi. 3, 9, 10. And we have «great deal of reaſon to 
05 eas wh now we are offering the firſt fruits of our 


n lr we conſider bow melancholy the reverſe of our 
g nern we ſhould ſee what 
| | great 
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 1n the public P 3 in 
the ſucceſs of trade, and the encreaſe TIES 
tributes to the ſupport and comfort of our religious 
ſemblies; for thus we have wherewithal to honow 
our God: when famine reign'd, tbe meat-offering aud 
the drink-offering fail d from the bouſe of 70 i. 
13. compare Ch. ii. 14. National peace does no les 
emblies, for in th 

ve have greatreaſon 


contribute to the comfort of our 
peace of the nation we have pe 
to bleſs God that our is not the ſeat of war, au 
that the ſword of the Lord is nat drawn amongſt us, (u 
ſometimes it has been) and commiſſion's 19 lay buys 
upon beaps : that the city, the place of aur ſolemnitiet i 
a quiet bakitation, 1ſa. xxxiii. 20. It is eaſy to im: 
gin what deſolations war, eſpecially civil war would 
make, not only with our cities and houſes, but with 
our temples and altars. ( Inter arma filent leges & I. 
vangelium.) What a mercy is it that we are deliver'd 
from the noiſe of archers, and ail other the alarm of 
war at the places of drawing waters 1 and therefore ther 
ought we to rebear ſe the righteous acts of the Lord, Jud. 
11. We have realon to call the altar we have built, 
as Moſes call'd his, Exod. xvii. i . inthankfulneſs after 
the diſcomture of Amalek, Febovab Niſhi, the Lond 
a in whom we triumph; and as Gideew 
- call'd his in faith before er 
Sballom, the Lord our peace, in whom we 
2. LET us wuch more give God praiſe, for them 
tional eſtabliſkmeng of our religion, with that of our 
peace and ciuil liberty. That our Canaen'is not ot 
a land flowing with milk and honey, but: ( 
is a much greater advantage) that it is: ma 
land, 1/a. viii. 8, that the. Chriſtian Religion, that 
choice and noble. vine, which was ſo early planted 
in our land, is tb growing and flouriſhing in it, inde 
ſpight of all the attempts of the powers of dar 
Lo root it out; that it is ren d from. the crrors ind 
Corruption, Which the Church of Reme had ( gy 


( ee AR » * 
the belp of ignorance and 
e ee ws in our der 22 8 deren er 
that Chri us L pee e- 
nd wholſowe le f b ewitted 
very conſtitution of our government. 
is a maxim in our law books, that the law of 
God is the law of 8 land; that the holy Scripture 
4. z and that if any ſtatute be 
api 8 aw of it is void; 
a that every th ing that is for rhe of reli- 
gion ſhall be fayonr'd. Snus ratio , gue pro re- 
ligione facit, and (Which 1 wou'd obferve as a juſti- 
fication of the civil puniſhment of ſibbarh profana- 
tion) it is 4 conſtant rule of our law, Dies 5 ni 
as eft dies now furidirus, that the law is fo far from 
886 5 85 ) sf ir nollifies and invalidates all 
— and judicial acts upon the Lord's 
r and if the Aamhiltkraen, of righ ht and ju WG) 
2 to give way to de ſolemnity of the Lord 
day, ſhall a common petty iy 2 Vain idle ory 
ade br intrench u 755 th facred hours, and 
not be animadverted 581 | 
Tux banks and N which the civil govern- 
ment 1 raiſed, 1 — the rhreatning force of #- 
pro 


theiſm, deifty and irfeli gion on the 
one — and of of pogry idolatry on rhe other 

hand, tho? they ſhot'd 104 muke us nos and as 
it were, in no 92 er from them; yer they ſhou'd 


mite i us thankful," of God has not only fet up bis 
tabernacle among us, bur Hath fer ſuch a guard upon 
ty as we hope will preſerve it to the generations to 
ther the Erg nation may never be othet- 

than 2 Chriſtian proteſtant nation. 
„fur countenatce, encouragement and fayour- 
able ſmiles, whick the r gives to religion, 
5 8 « great ſupport to it,” and ought to be matter 
2 dyeing to al ch Rood men: that the civil powers 
(pea wen wh reach the good knew 
ledge of the — 2 Chr. xxx. 22. and take the 114 
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ſiry and the adminiſtration of ordinances under their 
protection and patronage. God bas not dealt /o with 
other nations, with other churches. True Chriſtiani 
we may ſaſely fay it, has not ſuch a nurſing father 
4 crown d head in the world, as it has in ou 


Tux mercy is more ſenſibl great, becauſe it i 
not long ſince our religion, os the defences of it, 
with all its ſupports, were at the brink of ruin; and, 
like //aac upon the altar, lay ready to be ſacrificed 
to the malice of our popiſh enemies; and had the 
ſhip then ſunk, our cabin cou'd not bave been pre- 


ſerv'd. Deut. xxxii. 27. But fearing the wrath of the 


enemy, leſs they ſhou'd behave themſelves proudy. 
Exel. xxxvi. 32 not for our ſakes, be it know 
unto us, God ſent from heaven to ſave us, and rail 
up a deliverer for us, to whoſe ſeaſonable and ſuccels 
ful application we owe, under God, our preſent 
tranquillity. | | 
A Mercy never tobe forgotten, and to which 6 
very year's revolution makes a addition! thu 
notwithſtanding our manifold provocations, by 
which we have forfeited our peace under the preſent 
government, and the reſtleſs and unwearied attempu 
of our enemies, who have been induſtrious to over 
turn it; we are yet in the enjoyment of its benign 
influences. This ought to be the matter of ou 
wonder and praiſe. Surely becauſe the Lord loved u 
be bath ſet a King over us, and continued him ſo lng; 
2 — „bre _— b. x. 3. * 
ing the welfare of his people ing peace le 
their ſeed. Ir ld of 'boly Mr. Greenham, who 
flouriſh'd in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, that be 
was wont to blame his friends, that they were not 
1 
longing of th y 
, and ** have no leſs reaſon 
de thankfyl for the preſent government, but muc) 


(: 25-)) 
3. Lar us ac: with thankfulneſs to 
God, the favour which we on this fide Fordan have 
of our //raely that they are 
the altars we build are not in re» 
againſt the Lord ; that 
they do not go up to war againſt us, as theſe princes 
here reſolv'd, v.33. We have great reaſon to bleſs 
God for our —— my and that we have it con- 
firm'd to us by a law, the wide door of oppor» 
tunity continues open; and God grant it may be ef» 
ſectual. Now for a little ſpace, (nay for a long 
ſpace, much longer than we wou'd have flatter'd our- 
Sow wack the ex pectation of) grace bas been ſhew'd 
us from the Lord our God 10 leave us @ remnant to - 
ſcape thoſe many dark and cloudy days which paſt over 
the heads of our predeceſſors, and ſome of ours; and 
10 give us @ nail (a fixing and ſettlement, and conſtant 
abode) in bis holy place That our God may lighten our 
ezes, inſtrutt and comfort us, and give us ſome revivi 
— ix. 8. While we enjoy —— of _ "I 
„ we t to repeat our thankſgivings for the 
_ of 17 200 an invaluable mercy it rag. there 
is 4 defence upon our glory, Iſa. xlv. 6. and that our 
religious aſſemblies are taken under the kind 
ction and ſhelter of the government. Wou'd we 
have this liberty continued? let us be thankful for 
it, and give diligence to make a good uſe of it while 
thegleam laſts, . In the receiving of it we mere lite 
them that dream, Pſal. cxxvi. 1. Such was the ſur- 
prize of it: let it not be ſaid of us, that ſuch is 
our flothfulneſs and careleſsncls z we are like them 
that dream, in the improvement of it: as the hun- 
$7 wag that creametly and behold he eateth; but 
awaketh, and his ſoul is empty. 

Wx have reaſon to be thankful, that the reproach 
of ſedition, and diſloyalty, and diſaffection to the go- 
vernment, is quite done away from our afſembliesz 
and that there is now no colour for the imputation 
of that, (which from our hearts we always abher'd, 
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(26) 
the di ſtutbance of the publick 
— — we live in — 

peaceable | 

8 if Ezra were ſo thankful to God for 
— A a — king, and that God 
ch @ thing into t s beart, Exra vii. 27 
- 24 more reaſon — to be thankful, for? the 
countenance of a Chriſtian and proceſtant Vert» 
ment; the good of which we are obliged to ſeek be. 
cauſe of the bouſt of the Lord our God, Pſal. cxxi. 
It adds much to the comfort of our preſent liberty, 
that in the ratification of it by a law, it was not i- 
tended, (as we have reaſon ro fear it was on the fir 
precarious grant of it) for @ trap and a ſnare, and 
the ſerving of a deſign againſt our common intereſt; 
but for our caſe, — and benefit: and that in 
the preamble of the ſtatute, it is declat d to be for 
no leſs a publick good, than the uniting of his Me 
jeſty's proteſtant ſubjects in intereſt and affection: 
This is the Lord's doing And is at firſt the furprizeof 
it made it marvellous in our eyes; fo the contin 

ance of it makes it no leſs ſo. 
kN altar we have built, we may call or Eben 
aying, bitherto the Lord has helped as. 
HILE we enjoy the liberty of out altars, | 
us remember and ſympathize with our brethren, 
with whom it is a day of treading down, and of per- 
plexity, I mean the poor petſecuted- proteſtanrs in 
France, who are killed all the day long, and acrour 
ved as ſbeep for the ſlaughter, and whoſe blood is = 
barouſly mingled with their ſatrifites ; they are 

loas and our flaſh, follow mitdbers of the Jome hy 
concutring with us inthe ſame teſtimony againſt the 
antichriſtian generation. But how is a f{ouriſbin 
church made @ wilderneſi , the gold become dim, tht 
2 fine gold changed / while To meet together it 
aſſemblies, they A We have decent 
and — Ho to meet in; but they are driven 
into woods and wilderneſſes, and are colinted as tht 
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this, and the fad deſolations of the ſanctuary in other 
places, our joy in the altar we have built, admits as 
great a mixture and allay, as theirs did who laid the 
ſoundation of the temple, Ezra iii. 


13. Mun the 
we of the outs of Joy could as be cerned 
the noiſe of the weeping of the people. hat a 


does this caſt upon aur comforts, and what a ſad 
does it put _ our countenances? as it did on Ne» 
bemiab's, to hear that the remnant that were left ef 
the captivity were in ſuch great affiition and reproach, 
Neb. i. 3, 4. | 
Let — therefore, with the greateſt tenderneſs r8- 
member them that are in bonds as bound with them x 
let us feel their burdens; and let not all the trouble 
they are in ſeem little to us z let us pity them, and 
pray for them daily, and by a Chriſtian ſympathy ſuſ- 
ſer with them, as all the members of the body do 
with a pained one. Let the truubs they ſuffer for be 
recious to us; and the kberty they long for be valued 
by us. When we begin te deſpiſe the Manna, and to 
call it light bread, and when our full fouls hath the 
boney comb, think what they wou'd give for one of 
thoſe peaceable opportunnies, which we fo eaſily ne- 
git; and how they wou'd welcome thoſe days of 
the ſon of man, which we think return too faſt. Let 
ibeir ealamities alſo be warnings to us, to take heed 
of ſettling our Ices, becauſe we have been at eaſe 
from our youth, Jer. xbviii. 11. Time was when they 
were as {ure of their peace and liberty, as we can be of 
ours, and ht their moumtain flood fbrong, and ſbou d 
vt be moued: But Godby his dealings with them, will 
make all his churches to know, that they have no leaſe 
of their privileges, but aretenacits at will: that they 
| | may 
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may give dili 
eve and walk in it, e darkneſs come 
W ben we begin to grow ſecure and 


Sbilob, Jer. vii. 12. and dread the removing of our 
candleflick alſo, Rev. ii. x. * 7 
Bur is their Wound incurable ? Has God aft 
them off for ever? We truſt not. The rod of th 
wicked ſball not always refs upon the lot of the righteou;, 
Pfal. cxxv. 3. There is a time, à ſet time to favour 
Zion, Pſal. cii. 13, 14- which undoubtedly wil 
come : us therefore believe and hope, and pray, 
and wait; the viſion is yet for an appointed time; a 
at theend it ſhall ſpeak and not lze. Did God bring batt 
our captivity, and do ſuch great things for us, where 
we are glad? Let us be earneſt with God, to complex 
the mercy of our peace, by working deliverance for 
them, and turning their captivity as firzams in the ſouth, 
being aſſur d that they who ſow in tears ſball reap is jj 
Pſal. cxxvi. 1, 3, 4, . Kev. xi. 8, 9. The witneſe, 
tbo" they were ſlain, yet are not buried; and theboues, 
_ tho' they are dead and dried, yet they are above ground it 
the open valley, Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 2. which miniſten 
ſome aſliſtances to our hope that they ſhall riſe again, 
and even theſe dry bones live. 
5. Ler us cordially concur with the other tribes 
— Iſrael, — — 
our land: Thi was that which Moſes indented with 
the two tribes for, when he ſettled them on that fide 
ordan, Numb. xxxii. 20. that they ſhou'd give the 
ſt —— could, to their brethren in their war + 
gainſt the common enemy: and ſtill there are C 
naanites in our land; vice and prophaneneſs, and de. 
bauchery, are the enemies I which war 
both our civil and ſacred intereſts; and as it is (aid of 
the remainder of the Canganites, Foſb. xxiii. 13. N 
are thorns in the eyes of all good men, and a ſnare 11s 
It is too plain to be deny d, that iniquity abound 
among us, and goes bare-fac'd : Our air 1s 
| — 


while they have the light, to be 
then 
and to 
leave our firſt love, ler us go and ſee what God did in 
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blaſphemous carhs and eurſes, which are ſo 


common, that they ſeem to be idioms of our . 


Our land is defiled with drunkenneis and unclearinets, 
which ſome make a trade of, and others a /port of : The 
beauty and honour of our religion, is ſtain'd by the pro- 
fanation of the Lord's day, and an atheiſtical ton - 
tempt of holy things. Aw ran we ſoy we ive mot 
thus pollated, Jer. it. 13. and foall not God viſit for 
theſe things; ul not bis ſoa! be avenged on ſuch # na- 
tios as this? Have we gotreaſon to expect, that a 
deluge of j ſhou'd follow ſuch a deluge of 
impieties? Add is any thing more the intereſt of the 
nation, than to exdexvour. the rooting out of theſe 
Canaanites ? that if poſſible they might not be among 
us, or at leaſt the putting them under tribute, that 
they may Dor rule, or bear fway among us; which 
furely is not a thing i 40 
—— — 7 the 
repeated #R10ns waged war; 
God dat ele a banmy ii them that frar bi 
Mey d, betduſe of the tu and bolineſs, Pſal. In. 4. 
dd no the ry is lixe t hat of Me in the gate 
of the Exod: Kut. 46. H bo it bn ge Lord's 
far? or that, Fſul. zeiv. 16. e will riſe up fot me 
the gu deer, or who will fand wp | 
nf the workers of miquity ? Who will put a hand 
good a werk, as the reformation of the morals 


(30 
ſneak d, when there was ſervice to be done to the 
common intereſt, Gilead abode beyond Jordan, und 
Keulen among his ſheep-tolds, Judg. v. oy 12 eps 
made their diviſion by the river 
all thinking men, — — 


Lr us therefore be induſtrious to prevent ſo 
an effect of our diviſions, (otherwiſe unhappy 6 
nough.) Let us be willing to appear, willing toad, 
willing to venture, for the promoting of a reforme 
tion, which all good men agree to be neceſſary. Nos 
is a time (when that bleſſed cauſe hath life in it, and 
we have ſo many good leaders to follow) to ſhewou 
ſelves zcalous for God, and valiant for the truth is 
the earth, Jer. ix. 3. 

ARE not evil- doers afraid, nor aſham'd to 
in oppoſition to religion and virtue? and mage 
be either afraid or d to appear for the defence 
of them? If we now fir ſtill, and ſay, let our bre- 
thren of the ten tribes drive out the Canaanites the 
are — and we will only look to ou 
own border; ſurely (as Moſes told the two tribe 
Numb. — 22, 23. we have ſinned againſt the 
Lord, and beſure our fin will find us out. Nothing 
will contribute more to the healing of our breacho 
and the uniting of us one to another in communion, 
than a concurrence in this, wherein coaſeſ- 
ſedly we are gonad: 2 — — aa 
a pure e, then, and not t We. 
hw n for betwixt them there's a 
nieſt connection, Zeph. iii. 9: Holineſs and love, pw 
-— — mutually befriend and advance each 


6. Lew us be able, with humble confidence, to 
„ —— 


My not done in 
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„ knows, and he only knows the thoughts and in- 
ents of the heart, and by them he judges of us, and 
pf our actions: that we may approve our ſelves to 


t. 
hat we have built us 


Wix. 2. The beauty of holineſs, in which we are to 
worſhip the Lord, is not that outward adorning of 
magnificent and curious firuftures, but tbe bidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 1 Pet. iii. 


5, 4 | 

To hide pride from his worſhippers, God appoin- 
ted that — ſhou'd make him an altar of earth, 
Exod. xx. 24. or if of ſtone, not of bewn ſtone, v. 27. 
The garniſhing and inriching of remples, by which 
2 gay humour was indulg d, and primitive plainneſs 
and ſimplicity loſt, never did any real kindnels to the 
church, but by degrees turn d to its prejudice. Ho- 

die venenum ſunditur in Eecle am. | 
Ir it be in oppoſition to our brethren, or from a 
— of envy, or ill will to them, it is in rebel 
on and in tranſgreſſion; but I hope you have not: 
ſo learned Chriſt, Our maſter will never be pleas d 
with that which is done from a ſpirit of contradi- 
to, or contention with our brethren and fellow 
ant: The hands liked up in prayer, will never 
- reach 
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we ought to take — — 


nen 
reach heaven, unleſothey be liſted up withoyt wrath 
and cagtention; ſo it might de d, 1 Lim. ii 
withaut diſputation, Jom. i. 20. the wrath of mas 
werdet wet the righteouſneſs of Gel, i. 6. it brich 
g8igs aggeprance with him, nor does any real fervie 
2 this altar, — 
alt 
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7. Is — — 
— — — — 
our good prince: y aur agrees 
that will bc the beſt and moſt effectual way, to cow 
vines the world that we have not built this in rebc 


be of no avail, if our a&ions give our words thelye. 
When out lights are thus put on 3 — 
pot under a buſhel, fo that eyes are upon 


men, as that they may not only hear our words 
but fee aur good works, and glorify our F. which u 
in beaven, Mat. v. 16. This is the method the A. 

paſtle - preſcribes for fi ers, We mf 


oe it 55 well. doing, far fo is 
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over 
be as a nail faſten d in « furs 
that the filver ſhrines for Diane, 
viich we read of, Ain. 24. were copies of Di 
. le in little, which — — 
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vil heart of unbelief: if the ſpecial preſence and 


inſpection of the angels, in our ſolemn aſſemblic: 


ſhou'd forbid that which is unbandſome, as the 
Apoſtle intimates, 1 Corinth. xi. 10. much mom 
ſhou'd — of God upon us oblige us to obſerve i 
decorum. Does not even nature teach us, that when 
we are engag d in ſerious work, we ought to ſhey 
our ſelves ſerious in it? when we are worſhipping 
the great we ought to expreſs ſuch an awe of 
him, as may ſtrike an awe upon others; ſo that ifan 


ſemblies of Diſſenters, that in ſhunning ſuperſtition 


they have run into rudeneſs and irreverence z if any 
res ccraien for ſuch a reflection, let them 
bear their own burthen; but I deſire that we, in our 
aſſembly, my — — of that kind. — 
in prayer is en of as a re pro 

. | oor ned 
is certainly the moſt fit and proper poſture in adore 
tion, and-ſhould be choſen rather where the conve- 
nience of the place (as [ ours will) and the 2 


1 will allow it. Paal, when = 
Phariſee, flood and prayed,«but afterwards be learnt is 
bow ic knees 10 the Father of ear Lard Jeſus g 
Eph. iii. 14. 2 2. BY 
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2. By our ifs pi 
hereby we mult let all know us know, that in 


the b of owe hearts we have done this. Let 
it be our daily, care and exerciſe #0 keep con/ciences void 


of offence towards man as well as towards God : to 


tend to purity in our worſhip, and yet to allow im- 


purity in our lives, is to contradict ourſelves 3 let all 
the days of our lives be of a · piece with our ſabbath 
days, and let a thread of h r che web 
of all our action. 

Ts beſt conſecrtion of ou place will ber ſs 
crate our ſelves this day unto the Exod. xxxii. 


29. Dr 


of our aſſembly be ſtain d any pradtices un- 

Chriſtians 2 . and your 
bire be bolineſs to the Lord, PIE 
1 


lü. 11. 8 — in 
bave done more than — 8 the fins 
cerity of your hearts therein, 1 | 
ſnces ol juſtice ſtice and friendſhi you da 
Tongs » if tas range hp hint you juſt now 
had out of the Pſalm that was read in net Pſal. 
xciii. . Holineſs becomes thy bouſe O Lord, for ever, 
and therefore — — 1 - any — 
to it remember int 
wa from another ad, oo ever if diſputes 
there are about holineſs of r 
the holineſs of ; the ges W that, we 
ue all in, Heb. 21 14. Without bolineſs no 
Mas ſball ſee the Lord. 
3- By our and charity towards our 
brethren, Jam, iii. 17, 18. r 
e, 
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